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changes the effective interface potential of the system
such that the polystyrene film is unstable and beads off
via spinodal dewetting. The wedge was generated dur-
ing the spin coating of the PS film from toluene solution.
The spreading of the solution was somehow hindered at
the top of the wedge
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An image from an optical micrograph showing giant block
copolymer vesicles exhibiting fascinating shapes
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A TEM picture showing a defect in double-gyroid-
network ordered phase in a block copolymer/
homopolymer blend
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An experimental 3d image of a microdomain structure of
a Kraton-like block-copolymer, taken by Nanotomography,
a new volume imaging technique based on AFM. It shows
a 200 x 160 x 45 nm portion of the material
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Lamellar crystals of the monodisperse centrally-
branched alkane CoesH1ss. CH(CiHs). CaaHieo form
cylindrical tubes at high crystallization temperatures with
all branches on the outside of the tube. Surface packing
considerations must, therefore, outweigh distortion of the
crystal lattice

Courtesy of HM White, IL Hosier and DC Bassett, University of
Reading, UK

Reprinted with permission from Macromolecules, August 27, 2002,
35, 6763-6765. © American Chemical Society, 2002
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